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Quesiionsx How lsg thls movement unigque for then@Mltanos, and what
wsique effifoats wlll 1%t lmwve for them.

It?s vary ddmgerous, it's very dangerocus, you know té say what
I.‘lr&u!.hg to Bay teeauss this 1s putting it in its full oombexts
¥ou soe, well, as you omx tedl, I': Maxican. And with me I've nevar
had any, any preoblems and most of the poor pesople have navar-had.
any problems about ldentity. I mesn, we had ne cholee but be ldbnr
tiTy with teing Nexiocan, becanse the mement we thought any otherr
way we wefs pushed right down therez Amd alsp 1t goes with the
degree- of the ocolor of your skin, you know; the darker you are the
mors Haxioaw yeu have to be so iIf you're dark and poor you hawe to
be more Mdxican; Af youlre, ypu Enow, if you hawe a littie bettenm
Job aml your skin 1s lighter ypou cam get away with things. And so
I dom?t think that I ever, I ever, 1 might have,; you know, uneonssicus-
1y flt sstranged fTom my aunlture or frox= my race but I newvef really
dlid, you Imow, so there was nmo big, whatts happening nmow, youkneow,
1s »o big thing to me, thls ildentity, yeu know, I'we llved with it,
it?'s been xy life. NOw, I thlnk it's a good thing that it's & geod
Shithg bthatlis 1i's REappsning. I started organizing in 1948 amd ¥ was
very young amd the only klds in those days ware the omes that hed
problems with the pollce; well, like us; you know. In those days,
Just after the 2nd World Var, ceming out of the great movement
ameng Chicanos that was kuown as Pachuolos, I don't know whether-
you've heard of them, amd it was no different from the kida today.
We bad long halr and wors peg pants, you know, and everybody plcked
on us and we were jalled for wearing them; you kmow, and we wornld-
nft speak English and all that. We were drop-outs foman school



and most of us were farm workers and most were poor; and so, and
then they had the other groups ameng Chicanos who wanted to bs,
Ialians who wanted to be Spanish, you know, the whole bit. Now,
80 beecause so many are ldentifylhg nmow that have a nesd to lden-
tify. I fsel great, you knew, but it's like the greater the slm
that's beer cexmitted in the paat, the more vocal they are about
jdentifying with la rezs, and I'm saylng pretiy dangerous stuff
here but that's the way I look at it. Now, I, you know, sure we
1ike the music and the art and all thebe things that are golng on
in the Boown studles now, terrifioc, But I'd like to go a step fur-
ther and I'm more concermed about the splrit of people, you know,
than I am about the cugtem (?) thingas, about the material things,
much much more. I would, well, let me see 1f I can put it this way,
I would much rather see, mmch much rather see people go back to
the old days when we were migratory workess. Look, see that little
traller there? That's the traller we used when we were migratory
workers. I brought it from San.Jose jJust so we aould someday

put 1t in a museum or something. But anyway, see in those days,

we were going down the road and the oar was broken aml eapeclally
1f they were Chloanos or anybody, but more espeoially 1if they were
Chicanos, we wouldn't, we would stop, we'd stop and we'd help them,
not only us, this was, this was 30 years ago, people would stop
automatiocally. They wouldn't, 1t was lnoumbent upon you to stop,
it was part of the tradition, part of the Chlcanismo, part of that,
you know. BSo we talk about the art and the musle and all that orap,
you know,-which is 0.K. amd we forget about the spirlt of servioce,
then I don't think we're getting any place, we Just aren't, those-
aren't the important things to me, NoOw, the other thing is, that
also, you know, I have great fears, I don't want 1t to become a
raosiat thing, I'm very afrald of thet. I mean, oh sure we should



eat our tertillas and put on our hate and speak our language and
theresaheudd Spanish should be spoken in the schoold; but...l
don't believe that every gringo's a son=of-a=bitch or that every
black man 1s mo geod, you know, I can't acocept that, so my rasza

is the human rmses, and I get critliclzaed by some of the Chlocano
leadera very much, but you see our movement here, 1lt's the people,
you know, Let mes give you a very good example, The Chleanos,

one of the great mistakes that people make, partiocularly peopls
from the outside, they tend toc think Chlcange are a monollithio
group, itlsn't., Let ms glve you soms sxampies, for inatance, ln
1950 the ist attempt to organlize all the Chicanos throughout the
Ssuthwesti, the féw little organizationa that were in exlstence,

I was working them with an organlzation cmlled the C.3,0., the
Community Service Organlzation, the 1st meaningful group in the
history of the state and we went to a place and met with six other
groups and we osame with no hldden agenda, we Just cane to partici-
pate. Well, tha first thing was that the other gpeuss a 5 groups
had gotten together a night or two nights before wes got there

and they had a sonstitution that stated that you had to be at least
75 Chicano or else yhu couldn't jéin, ami it blew onr minds, you
know, ami then they had things, no-tc bs an offleer, you had to
be at lsast 758 Chicano to be aa officer, I wonder how in the hell
you're golng to judge that, and thenx #2 there couldn't be no more
than 10¥ non-Eexicanms, ah and #3 no blask pecple were allowed.

We Ylew our minds, we walked out of that meetiing. We had a blg
fight with them, 1t lasted about a day anmd then we took off. I've
never been to another one of those meetinga since. Xow, let me
tell you what happens, they're all Chloancs, right? Now of course
you have to understand all this bologna 1s cpming about lately



trylng to make the Chlicanos as one unlted famlly, 1t's not so.
Watth, Ve'va got people who are racelets; we've got CHicanos

who hate Négrces. I can't assoclate with them. They're Chleanos,
in my epirlt and the way I feel I Just oouldn’t. To ms they're, oh,
1l don't hate themx, Put I conld mever agree with them We've got
Chicanes who are- anti-lsbor and I aowldn't ‘agree with them, and
we've got those who are pretty, you kmow, what would be the word
for them, they're really right wing 1i the Chloanc mevement and

I couldn't assoclate with them. So, ses® what I mean, so it's not
ons blg, I'h trylhg to tell peoples, you know, that to judge

a Chlcano, there are parallels,, the Jawlskh, and the Irish, and the
Itallans, You have the Murphy in Culiformnla and you have the
Kennedys, Oh, 1t's, this 15 the way, we're all people, you know,
Bt I do, I'®R very happy with what's happening, for instancs the
blg revival, it ssema, among klds, partlemlarly in school, to

come back to the culture. I think it's fimm, 1t's not enough

but it's fine. Now, mext step’s got to be, the most impartant
thing 18 not that, the mest important thing 1s developing'a

Spirit of servioce, literamlly being servants te people ana on thet
i speak, very strongly ani very loudly, you know. And, well,

I've been oritlciged bacause we have gringos here, black psople,
Filipinos, ons EKcrean, tmt that's the way I feel, you Imow. I fee 1
really that our base is the poor people aniwhether. How, we
have a lot of Amglo volunteers, we, I think most of us in the
union, there's still soms feeling, but most of us are, we'vs been
able to let people undsrstand that leadership somes in our manlon
mot bscause you're Ylomde or brown or black or white or 1n between,
it comes If you ocan:cut it, if you ean do it, we don't care what
color 1t is. I guess you've seen the uniom. The best kind of



Ghloanismo we can have 1s the kind that reaches ocut and ambraces
mankind, Amd that is baslcally, that’s why & handful of
Spanlards oomgquered our ansestors in Mexice, beoause you, this

is the kind of splirit we have; the Indlan blood in us, the kinmd
that wants friemiship. 4And you know, ses, ws're very very allien
to material posssssiens by tradition, These new things that are
happenihgz in this oountry, wow, we're learning, you know, but,
you know,.literally we're allsn to them, we don't aspire te
material possessions., Thls movement we have among ourselves here,
wWell, these pasople haven't got a thing to really, they haven't
gotten any paychecks now for 52 menths ami, oh sure, 1t's a hard-
shlp, not really. We have something, we have the spirit, so what

alse can 1 say.





