PROCEEDINGS OF THE
TWENTY-SECOND GENERAL CONVENTI1ON
OF THE
AMALGATED MEAT CUYTERS
AND BUTCHER WORKMEN
OF NORTH AMERICA, AFL-C10

SPEECH BY
CESAR CHAVEZ
DIRECTOR, UNITED FARM WORKERS
CRGANIZING COMMITTEE

Thank you very much Thank you, Brother Gorman, Brother Lloyd,
of fleers, deiegates, members and friends, Thank you very, very much

I have a rule when | spesk that | do not 1lke to speak very long,
because 1 feal that anything that has to be sald can be sald In a
very few words, and in a very few mlinutes, 1! think todey | am golng
to break thls rule becauss | am very anxious for the members of thls
great orgamization to know some of the detalls of the things that are
going through, some of the hopes and aspirations, and also some of the
brutalities, some of the Injustices that are belng commltted agafnst a
group oFf American workers who are trying very desperately, under all
sorts of dlsadvanteges, to bulld a unlon

We heard that both your organization and the Packinghouse Workers
have voted to merge, and 1 want to Jet you know that we are happy that
two great friends, our great frlends, are now united |} think i1t s
a splendid thing

| would 7ike to give you 2 brief ldea of what we mean when we say
Hagriculture' when we speak of farmworkers and growers Meny tlmes
In the targe cities of our country many people who are not famillar
with agriculture keep thinking of agriculture fm the-same terms that
we are accustomed to think of 1t, 2s some years back, Many of us think
that agriculture 1s a famliy farmer plowing & small field of land and
desperately trying to make a Tlving, This Is not so in Callfornfa
At least this Is not so with those that are really opposing us,

it 1s so largs, they have 2 new name for themselves, They call
themselves "'agribusiness M

It Is so powerful that Itfan over flve billion dollar Industry in
Californla It s the largest Industry, largerthan atrcraft and larger
than any other Industry 1t accounts for ome out of every three jobs
in Califorma--so big and so powerful that they own many of the politiclans
and even many of the judges together with the land,



They have also owned the workers for many years Almost three
years ago @ group of workers said, '"We're no longer going to be owned
by these men and we're going to strike to try and bulld a unlon 1lke
all of American workers have built unions, and we do not want any more,
any Tess, we Just want to be treated fairly and equally and we want
most of all to be able to have some say-sc over our working conditions
and our wages,

So we started out with the hope of bu!lding 2 unlon,

You see, we thought that when we started out to strike that we
were striking the employers, but that is not the case In agriculture
today in rural Amerlica, in Californla, Texas, and Florida, When you
strike the employer, you are striking not only the employer, you are
striking the city and county government, the courts, and yes, in many
cases you are striking even the churches, |t's an Immediate response
reaction to our strike that we have all of these other forces that we
couldn’t even dream would be aghinst us VWho would be agalnst unfonlsr
in this day and age in our country? We found that they were, the school
boards, the clty council, the county board of supervisors--you name 1t,

And so we soon found that It Is really jungle, really a jungle,
There are no laws or procedures, there Is nowhere we can go, If a
workers gets fired because he belongs to the Unlon, there isnlt a

thing we can do |f a worker gets blackballed for belng in the unjon
there 1sn’t anything we can do And In many cases workers get harrassed
and beaten in the picket 1ine, We really can't go any place,

Not only that, but the most effectlve strikebreaking has not come
from the enployers Ths most effective strike breaking tactics have
come from the government, i1t's come from the court, from the Tocal
police, from the local courts That's where It !s coming from, And
against this kind of opposition we have to try to bulld a unlon

As you know, we don't have the protection of the Netional Laber
Relations Act, We could have 100 per cent of the workers wanting a
union In some case we have taken 100 per cent signed cards to the
Board We go to the Board &end we say that we went an election end
they tell us, 'You can't, you're out of our jurisdiction " But don't
let the employers go tb- to the Board complaining that we are plicketing,
that we are boycotting somewhere a thousand or two thousand miles from
Delano, and don't think that the Board will not come down and use the
same Jawyer that cannot be used to protect us to harass us and bring
charges agalnst us for secondary boycottlng and picketing, That's one
of the most ridlculous things !'ve ever heard,

We had a good example In Coachella Valley, When we went there
about a month and a half ago after two years of solid work with the
workers, getting them organlzed and having a vast percentage of them
in favor of not only voting Tor the union but of walking out on strike,
we went there and on the 17th of last month we called a strike agalnst
the grape growers And out of a possible, at the vary most 2,000
workers, over 1700 walked out of the flelds Normally and ordinarily
thls wo uld be enougn to stop productlon and to get the growers on the table,



But not 'n our case The employers went to a federal Judge In Lost
Angeles and got an Injunction against the Department of Justice and
against the immigration Service prohiblting the immigrsation Servica
from enforcing the regulation on '"green cards,' the regulation belng
that wherever a strike Is certified In agriculture, noc gresn carder--
this Is &n Tmmlgrant that comes across from Mexico--can be perm!ttad
to work But we had them for sIx days, They got the Injunctlion and
they brought many 1n, they brought 3,000 of them

You see, once the pressure is on, they have so much power, We
know that m&ny of these dectslons the courts make In Callfornla dealing
with the strike are not legal decisions, We will win this appeal, and
we will win most of them, but Tt doesn't do any good because by the
time we win them the crop has been plcked end we have had it These
are straight polltl[cal declsions that are being made against us,

The State government, Governor Reagan, has been using the Depart-
ment of Employment to break our strike, They don't recognlze any of
our strikes at this palnt and the reason that they don’t recognize
them, that the State doesn't recognlze them, Is that this glves them
the right then to recruit through the placement service strike braakers
to be sent in to break the strike And they are doling that, We have
had many problens wltl Sovernor Reagan, and there is a lot of talk
golng on that he 1s moving out of Callfornfa, But we say even though
he Is very bad, we wouldn't wish him on any of you

S0 the whole question of collective bargaining Is really in this
Jungle, only 1T we have the strength to do it, And the growers think
they own everyone and every thing In this land, There Is only one
major fault In this, and that Is that they don't own the American labor
movement, and this Is the only one that Is going to help us come through,

We get sone of the most ridiculous injunctions agalnst us, in the
Coachella strike a young priest out of Notre Dame came to me and helped
us He was 1n the picket 1tne, There were 2i men and women He was
taken Trom the picket !lne Inslde the fleld and was beaten up with 24
men and women, The next day we got &n i1njunction But the same day,
one of our guys was hit with a grape stake ~- something 1lke a two-by-
four-- they busted hls arm, 51x of our guys were run over by cars,
This all happened in one day, What happened the Following day? We
can't get the sherlff to make an errest, We get handed an injunction,
that's what we get And it restricts us to one man per entrance, Some
of these entrances sometimes are as far as a quarter of a mile from one
to the other | am sure that you wouldn’t do It, and we wouldn't do
1t We wouldr’t place one man at three o’clock in the morning or
3 30 or four o'clock in the morning, one man with all the violence
goIng on, 3 half mIle apart And so we decldad to pull the picket 1ine
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So what 1 am saying In effect, those Injunctions they are
bringing agalnst us are really no picketing inJunctions,

There is no doubt that the Industry [s well organized and
well financed, There 1s no doubt that the grape strike has become
to them not 2 question of whether weare going to have & union In the
grape Industry, nct a question of whether there 1s going to be a
unfon In agricultwe, ! am convinced, we are convinced that they
are making every effort they can to break the union, to break the
unton

| am also convinced thet 1f we don't get the help we nedd It is
very poss ble they will succeed in doing thls They have been doling
It for 60 years, for 60 years And with all of these handicaps that
we have there Is ore thing that we Fave which they don'‘t have, there
Is one thing thet we have they can't take away from us, and that s
the spirlit of the people The farm workers want a unfon They're
going to do anythIng and everything that Is legal and moral to get a
union, They are going to suffer, they are going to give up their
Tives, they're going to glve up everything that they alreay have because
you see, they won't really lose anything, They have nothlng to Tose,
And so 2 union to them Is the only way, the only way out

There is some talk In some quarters about the lebor movement belng
fat We are new In the labor movement, Let me tell you something,
with myself and with anyone who has been on strike with the farm workers
you could not prove it by us, because we have gotten all kinds of help
from the labor movement 1If It weren't for the labor movement we
wouldn't be striking today We would not be here today, (Applause)

S0 you start fror the position of a community orgenizer, which
1 was, a soclal worker, If you want to call it thet, becoming a labor
leader, and not understanding this kind of thinking, st¢ a pos!tlon
where every time now that they say this | react to It out of pure
experience,

With all of the handicaps that we have had, the last three years
we have been able towrite 12 contracts, 12 contracts with the blggest
wine growers, grape growers for wine, In the Industry They are good
contracts (Applause) They are good contracts. We have the things
that are necessary to bulld a strong union a unlon shop and hirlng
hall, dues checkoff, grievance procedure, wages -- Tn one case we have
increased the wages 100 per cent--some paid hotidays, some vacations,
and the beginning of a health and weifare fund

I am sure as | stand here today that if we were willlng to sell
out the people, the workers, | could walk up Into the Growers Assoclation
right this minute and get maybe %0 contracts, We are not golng to do
thet, (Applause)



The growers are continually complalnlng against the union They
find many faults with us,

Really 1t !s not a question of money, because we are not asking
that much money from them, We know they can do [t, All of the
informatlon we have from our research proves to us thay they can very
well afford what we are asking, Thet !s not the question, The real
baslc questlon, the real gut issue, s that they don,t want to recognize
the union They don't want to et go of those people that they have
had under their thumbs for so Tong This 1s the real question The
real question 1s not the Increase in wages, not what we are asking
They have had the people 11ke a faucet, they can turn It off and on
will This is what they don't want to 1et gocof, These are the
things that they don't want to let go of, the immense power that
they have over these human Iivesg

it Is always very dangerous to single out peopde for thanks and
| know that there are many of you who have helped us, many of you
who have been very warm to us all over the country At the risk of
offending some of you, there are a few men In your organization that
| must say something about

President Lloyd has been very halpful to us, very considerate
Brother Gorman has been an invaluable help to us, We have come to
him many requssts and he has never said no, His time and his effort
and hls support are very, very much appreciated and very much needed,

Leon Schacter has been & close friend of us for some years now,

Brother Pollock, Sam Pollock, i1n our boycott agalnst another
company was very instrumental In bringing us some very good support
and very good help We have know him for almost three years He
even walked with us on our march to Sacramento almost two and & half

years ago,

Brother Kelly In Chicago has helped us, and Franklin Garcla, who
walked the plcket lines and knows the horrors and the brutallty of the
Texas Rangers who i1s here with you, Is a great friend of the union,

Brother J, J. Rodriguez, whom | have known for almost 20 years,
has been very helpful to us 1n Los Angeles,

Then there 1s a man that we have not known too long but who sor t
of took us In when we came to the big city of New York., When we sent
Iin & group of people who had never been to anything bigger than thelr
own towns In the country, who went to New York and who just couldn't
conquer the fear of being i1n New York City, Tet alone begin to do the
boycotting, this man took us In, more than just on a trade union
relationship, but a real brother to us, and we glve him very special
thanks for the things that he has done for us, lrving Stern,



Ancther man Ip the labor movement that hes been with us constantly
and has been so mdch help to us, he Is here withme He s from the
Rational AFL-Ci{Q8, BI111 Klrched who hes been of much, much help to us,

VWe have done, | think, everything that we can, and we will conlnue
to do everything we can to bulld a union, We are not going to stoop
down to the level of the opposition We are not going to use violence,
regardless of what happens But [ think that even more Important than
building a union, and even more fmportant, | think, whatever, the
gains that we have made, one thing that has to be said very clearly,

You see, in Anerlca today we are golng through a grest change The
poor all ever the country are getting up end demending things, demanding
Justlce And as we struggle to bulld a wnlon out poor workers, and
the Negroes struggle to bring about the rights that they have as poor
Negroes, there is the central question that Is being asked all over
the land, and that is how we can we struggle for Justice, how can

we contlnue to struggle in cur case non-violently? How can we con-
tinue to do the things that we know we have the right to do, not
asking that they be given to us on 8 silver platter, but just glving
us fair play, the protection of the law of the Iand so that we can
carry on our work? How can we do this In the face of somany contra-
dictlons?

How can we continue to make people have faith 1n our government
and In our land when the patent disregard for the~law 1s sbown every
time that we move to do something? How cen we Interpret to the poor
that a judge in Los Angeles makes strictly & polltical decision, not
a legal decislon, a pollitical declsion to break our strike In Coachella?
How can we interpret to the people when the Department of Justice, the
Imnigration Service, permits 'wet backs® and gresn card workers to
come In and break the strike,

row can we explaln these InjustIces by those who should be up-
holding justice? This Is a question more !mportant for our future
as & country, more important than whether we build & union or not,

We are doing everything that we can, and we need, then, your
help, desperately. The season has started and 1t will be over
In twe gnd a half months, 1f we don't do 1t now, we have to walt
2nother year,

! think as [t Is we have watted too fong, HNot three years of
striking, but we have waited for over 5o years, The history of labor
organizing In the flelds Is a long one, a bloody one, and one of one
defeat after another, Some day we hope that his history will be
written, will be put in a book form, and If we are successful, we are
going to do that,



The thing that [s very hard to understand Is, how can It be
possible? How can 1t be possible In our land, so rich and so affluett,
how can It be possible faor these peopls who produce food to not have
enough food for themselves? This Is very, very, difficult to under-
stand,

Again [ want to thenk you for having me here We are golng to
be sending many, many, people a1l over the Tand asking your help, We
don't know who many of you are, We do know that you belong to this
great organlzation, and we are going to seek your help Thank you
very much





