The Council of Churches i1n Southern California
1411 Vest Olympic Boulevard - Suite 501

Los Angeles 90015

386-8130

Miss Rasmussen

April 6, 1966 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Asking the constituent denominations "to send delegations to Sacramento'
on Easter weeckend to join the culminating arrival of the Delano grape marchers, the
Executive Committee of the Council of Churches in Southern California today called
the march "a symbol of the many years of humiliation and .ufieiring" of the farm
workers, but also "of the neuv courage" and the "farm worke.s' continuing hope in
the democratic process "

Dr., Forrest C. Weir, the Council's chief executive, said that "this state-
ment was made both 1a the context of Holy Week in which tbe theme of suffering any-
where 1s lifted to divine concern, and in the awareness of the new and hopeful
conversations beginning between employers and their workers  Our hope, naturally,
1s for the increase of reconciliation, and to that end our staff in the Californmia
Migrant Minmistry will continue their efforts "

The complete statement adopted today follows

"The farm workers of Delano are approaching the cnd of their three hundred
milc pilgrimage to Sacramento Their march 1s a symbol of many years of humiliation
and suffering, it 1is also symbolic of new courage and of the farm workers' continuing
hope in the democratic process as they lay their cause on the conscience of the

Governor and the people of this State. The pilgrimage 1s rcligious in tone and
dignified in execution. '

""In this week of our Lord's anguish and crucaifixiloa it is nost appropriatce
for Christians to identify wath the sufferings of their brothicr farm workers and to
Join them in their pilgrimage Ve, the Executive Committec of the Council of Churches

in Southern California, urge our constituent denominations to cend delegations to

MORE



The Council of Churches in Southern California 2-2-2-2-2

Sacranento this weekend to join the workers, representatives of national denomina-
tional and interdenominational bodies and the thousands of friends of farn workers
who wi1ll be gathered there We also urge the Governor of our State to acknowledge
the significance of the farm labor movement and the seriocusncss of this social
¢risis an agriculture by meeting with the delegation upon their arrival ain
Sacranento."
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SERVTIUE CF* WORSHIP
EASTER SUNDAY

Invitation to worship: (The minister)

Confession of sin (Together) 0 Lord, holy and righteous God,

we acknowledge before thee that we do not fear thee and t “wt we do not
love thee above all things., We do not delight in prayer, nor take pleasure
in thy Word. We do not really love our neighbor; we lace the conscience
that should accompany our Christian calling, Our hearts are divided,
crossed by doubts and guilty desires. We accuse ourselves before thee, O
God, we 1rplore thee, whose nature and whose name is love, to forgilve

us, and in forgiving, to heal us so that in our lives sometning will
finally be changed. ANEN

Words of Assurance: (The minister)

The Gloria Patri (Together)

The reading of the scriptures (a collection for Ezgter)
Hymn: Were You There When The Crucified My Lord? (Together)
Were you there when they erucified my Lord?

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Oh} Sometimes 1t causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble;
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tres? seeeecsess
Were you there when they piersed him in the side”? cusciecess
Were you there when they 1laid him in the tomb? .....ee.
Were you there on theb resurrection rorn®.eesses

The Baster Message: Suffering for freedom. (The minister)
Hymn: Jesus Christ is risen today!?

Jesus Christ is risen today, Al-le-lu~ia

Our traiumphant holy day, Al-le-lu-ia

Who did once, upcn the cross, Al-le-lu~ia

Suffer to redeem our loss, Al-le-lu-ia!

Hymns of pralse then let us si9Zeeecse

Unto Chrast our heavenly XKilgZeeese

Who endured the cross and grave....

Sinnera to redeem and save..s.

Sing we to our God 2bove, ...

Praise eternal as his 1ovesees

Praise him, all ye heavenly hostye....

Father, Scn, and H 1y Ghostecses

Benediction (The minister)
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c/o pr. Weyne ©. Hertmive

411 waat Jiyomeic Dvd., Suit 501

toa dmgaiee, Taill.

The ¥2tienal Exetutive Comeiitzesz of United Church Homer wizhes o expre+a
o vou and theses vho merch sur scronn support of the pilgrimegae frow
Belswo te Sacramanto. Your mewch will bxing wmeeter the aay of Signdrey
and justice not only Zoxr the grape worksrs 4n Calsformis but fov farm
worbevs sverywbers. He express our gratitude to all on the pilgrimage.
end %o you for your lesdership. 4z church wemer we pledge to comtinue
wozking iaeavd ene olimination of those conditions whic h maks this mered
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Edne Sincisiz, Fresidant
Unfted Chureh Yomen

cefdr. Yayns €. Hartsixe
e, Chavies E. Smitk
Hra. Vincent Coletgs
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national council of the churches of ChRrISt the usa

475 RIVERSIOE ORIVE NEW YORK, N Y 10027
Bishop Reusen h mueller, prResident R h €dWIn €spy, GeEneRAl sECREtARY
April 1, 1966
Statement @F Delano Grape Workers Strike
by Arthur S. Flemming, First Viee Pre-ident, Natlonel Co.neil of Churches
In the absence from the country of Bishop Reuben H Mueller, Fresident of

the National Council of Chirches who 1s in Vietnam this Easter season
visiting the American troops, the followirg statement 1s ipeued

The National Council of Churches responds sffirmatively to the pleas for basie
human rights and justice which arise today from the agricultural fields of
California as represented in the strike of the Delano grape pilckers end in the
piigrimege to Sacramento

The 1ssues at steke in this struggle are issues upon which the National Council
of Churches has a clear and firm position For many years the Council has been
on record in support of the right of all workers to organize and to bargain
collectively with their employers. fgur General Board has specifically called
for the extension to farm workers of the rights and privileges accorded tao
other workers under the Nationel Iebor Relstions ACE

Wage rates for farm workers in California, although admittedly better than
those paid in many other parts of the country, are still deplorably low in
comparison with the wages of other workers in the economy and in relation %o
the costs of living today (In view of the reluctance of employers to grant
voluntary wage lncreases, it is our conviction that organization and collective

bargaiﬁng are essentlal to the winning of justice, with dignity, by agricultural
workers

‘éince ve understend these to be the central issues, the National Council of
ches welccmes the initiative teken by the workers who have formed the
National Farm Workers Association and those who have joined the Agricultural
Workers Orgenizing Cormittee We declare our support of the objectives for
which the strike is being conducted fair wages, union recognition and
collective bargain@

@g)lope and believe that this strike, small in scope but vast in signlficence,
may be the turning point from frustration to vietory in the long~thwarted
efforts of farm workers and their friends to secure modification of the National
Lebor Relations Act to make them eligible for orderly collective bargaining
processes under the suspices of the Netionsl Iabor Relations Board. We pledge
our efforts to that eEP]

We commend the courage and vigor of those churchmen and church groups of all
faiths on the scene in California who have forthrightly and often at consider-
agble cost identified themselves with the cause of the striking workers We
particularly congratulate the California Migrant Ministry and the state Councils
of Churches in Californis for their strong stand



We declare our intentlon to support the continuing efforts of a peaceful and
non-violent nature of the workers in the Delano struggle and in similar efforts
throughout the nation We call upon our member communions, through their
national, state and locél constituencies to consider prayerfully thelr

responsibilities in the light of this situation, and to extend all possible aid
and support

ZE? reaffirm our intention to joln with our brethren in the other faiths in
continuing efforts with growers, grower organizations and others in the
agricultural industry, (in this particular instance especially the distilling
industries), seeking a clear recognition of the plight of seasonal farm workers
and thelr families and searching for solutions which are economically sound and
Just to gll parties involved in the agricultural industry.
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Mr. Cesar E. Ghaves april &, 1966

¢fo Br. Vayne C. Rartmire

1411 West Olywmpic Blvd.

Suite 561’ los mzﬁs. Calif.

The Natiomal Executive Commitiee of United Church Women wishes to0 sxpress to you and
those who march our strong suppert of the pilgrimage from Delame to Sscramento. Your
march will briang nearsr the day of dignity and justice not only for the grape workers
in California but for farm workers everyvhere. We axpress our gratitulle to all on the
pilgrimpge, and to you for yeur leadership. as c¢hurch wvomen we pledge to continue
working toward the elimimatiomn of those conditions which make this march necessary.

fdna Sinclair, Prastdent
United Church Women

cc/Dx. Wayne C. Kattn:l.re”/
Mxrs. Charles E. Smith
Mxrs. Vingent Celetta
M. Shannen
E. Sinelair



Apral 1, 1866

National Farm Warkers Asscciation
P Ua BUX 894
Delano, California

Dear fFriend

The pilgrams of the Delano Grape Strike are approaching Sacramenta.
In every community they have bsen met with warmth and hospitalaty from the farm
worksr community and the citizens of every city.

The pilgrimage which 1s being offerred in the spirit of penitence with
tremendous personal sscrifice of each straker brings to the Capitol of our State
the oersonal message of each farm worker that the time has come for all who seek
Justice to join and support the pilgrimage in the  search for eguality.

As Darector of the National Farm Wprkers Asscciation, and on bshalf of all
farm workers, I wish to extend a specral call to you, your organization and other
friends af righte s thinking to join the pplgrimage in 1ts last week and cffer your
pressnce on this pilgrimage as your personal sacrifice to assist the farm workers
in their cause.

In keeping with the religious aspect of the pilgrimage and the lenten iradition
which 1s embodied, we would appreciate having only identifying signs or placards
that do not have a speciric slogan.

Thanking you for your cooperation, I am,

Sincerely yours,

Cesar E, Chavez
VIVA LA HUELGA ~ VIVA LA CAUSA

bl

SCHEDULE g@F
PEREGRINACION -~ DELAND A SACRAMENTO

Sunday Apral 3 Stockton (Rally - San Joaquin & Washington Strsets)
Assembly point - Washington Square -Same Address

Monday April 4th Stockton - Rest day (No marching, no rally)

Tuesday Aprail § Lodi or Acampo

Wadnesday April 6 Thornton

Thursday April 7 Aldrete Labor Camp - near Courtland on Russel Road.

Rally -~ 6 30 p.m.

Friday, April 8 Freeport Sports Center - Freeport
Good Fraiday - Stations of the cross on pilgrimage route
Relly - 7 00

Saturday April 9 8 30 a.m. Leave Freeport
4 00 p.m. Arrive Qur Lady of Grace School - West Sacramento
tanden Rd. and Jefferson Boulpvard,

5 Q0 Dinner
7 00 Rally = Bonfire
a.m,
Sunday April 10 9 00 Easter Services - Qur lady of Grace Schocl

11 00 Procession leaves for Capital

1 45 p.m Rally at State Capitol

3-45 Capaitol for Church - Benediction
Candle Procession 7th and T Streets,lLight of Eternal Flame
Benediction by Bishop

400 Fiesta at Seuthside Park

* See map on reverse side

( If unable to locate Palgrimage contact local Eolice Dept. or Highway Patrol.)
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/ DOMESTIC SERVICE INTERNATIONAL SERVICE '

Check the class of serv: edesired s Checkth class of service desired
otherwise this messize will be othuru se the messag will be
sent as a fase telegram S sent ae the full ra e

s E TELEGRAM = ™"

\ NIGHT LETTER \suea: SHIP /
THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CENTRAL SERVICES

Room 1050

Ext 2556

Date _Ap¥iY 5, 1966 Authorized Signature J g

From Room _3381  of [1] The General Council
(Xshe Board of National Missions
(] The Commission
[1 Other (designate)

Charge to (Department) _Bi¥. of Chureh Sirategy swd Develomment

Send the following message subject 10 the te m3y on back hereof whi h are hereby agreed o

SAVE TELEGRAM TO THR FULLOWING:

Dr. Neigh and Dre Remage will be repregented ab ths pilgrizage in Ssorsuetdd
Dy Bt Pryee s 5 58 invite you to join Dr. Frye in this

+o witnens Lo our of in oelleative bergaining fer all Ameriesn
wirkers, good ssges and the shility to pull eneself up by ane's oun efferts.

Brysnt Jesrge

oet Dr. Edwin Espy |/
Rey, Wayne Bartmive

b

UPCS 10-507-63



/ DOMESTIC SERVICE / INTERNATIONAL SERVICE

~

Check the dlass of servy edusired Checkth class of survice desired

otherwise this m ssag will be othurune the message will be
senr as a fast eelegram sent ar the fullra e

TELEL RAM 1207 (4 50) | FULL R4 <

= TELEGRAM

"\ NIGHT LETTER v’ionz SHIP Ve
THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CENTRAL SERVICES

Room 1050

Ext 2556

Date __M;_L_Lﬁ___ Authorized Signature MﬂL

From Room _ 3331  of [} The General Council
e Board of National Missions
[] The Commission
[] Other (designate)

Charge to (Depart,ment) Bvision of Chvrch m& Davelopment

Send the following message subje t to the te ms on back hereof whi h are hereby agreed to

M.Mnﬂapy
Roon 80% o KOG
475 Myeratde Drive
Mm, KYe

Bre mxmwm Elﬁdnamgeﬁnhurapmmtedskta
Sacramente by Dr. Shubsrt ¥We are also asking members of
wmwm&mmsmﬁmwtmmmu
perticipate in the pilgrimage.

ce: Rev. Wayne Hartmire/

Bryant George

1=

UPCS 10-507-63



SOME COMMENTS ON THE CHURCH'S INVOLVEMENT
IN THE DELANO GRAPE STRIKE

By The Rev Wayne C Hartmire, Jr

The Migrant Ministry has been working with seasonal farm workers (migrant and
settled) in California for over two decades Our people know, first-hand, the
poverty and humiliation which 1s part of their daily existence The 1963 Wel-
fare Study Commission makes this comment "One occupational group is so deeply

locked in poverty that it 1s set off from all others The median income of
others (seasonal occupational groups) 1s two to three times that of the farm la-
borer, whose median income 1s $1,940 00 " Income and daily wages could be ar-

gued for days But if you spend some time in the San Joaquin Valley 1t is obvious
who is poor and outside Farm workers and their kids tend to live i1n inadequate
housing on the ''undesirable" side of the freeway or the railroad tracks They
are the ones who wait at the county hospital for medical care and at county of-
fices for welfare assistance--not because they enjoy the treatment they receive
from public officials, but because they are driven to seek help by their low fam-

ily income

Along with low family income and the wrong side of the tracks goes low status in
the community Farm workers and their kids are looked down on by most middle
class citizens as "inferior", "lazy', '"darty", ''dangerous!" They are discrimin-
ated against (for reasons of class and/or color) by too many i1nstitutions  They
tend to be estranged from the mainline Protestant demominations and their local
congregations

The foregoing analysis 1s assumed by the Migrant Ministry staff Anyone who
doubts 1t 1s free to go along with us and observe first-hand the life situation
of seasonal farm workers in this Golden State of ours

The farm workers'situation 15 unjust and results in untold human suffering The
situation has been with us for a long time Despite the efforts of the Migrant
Ministry, the churches in the main have been silent about the suffering and the
injustice Farm workers tend to look on our churches as part of the middle class
power order that intentionally keeps them weak and poor and denies hope to their
children They openly joke about ouws declarations of brotherhood and love It
1s hard for a man who 1s down, with your foot on his neck, to hear your words
about God's love for him Our deeds make our words a lie and are an enormous
barrier to proclaiming the Christian Gospel

In this context, the Migrant Ministry urges the church to declare by word and deed
that farm workers are important people, loved by God and deserving of the respect
of men That message will come through, only as Christians stand with farm work-
ers and act on their behalf The suffering of farm workers 1is important to God,
Christians should be with them in their suffering Exploitation of farm workers
1s important to God, Chrastians should stand with them and fight that exploitation
And this should be done, not just for the sake of farm workers, but for our own
sake and for the sake of growers and other middle class churchmen We make a hell
of our own existence by the way we humiliate our brothers If the Church will not
challenge us at this point, who will?

1f farm workers are important people, because they are men and also because they
make a significant contribution to an important industry, then they should be re-



Some Comments on the Church's --2
Involvement in the Delano Grape Strike

cognized as such When they have grievances, they should be listened to When
their wages are being determined they should sit as equals in the decision-making
process  Agricultural employers are organized, powerful and affluent in compari-
son with their workers If their workers are to express themselves and receive

a fair hearing (1 e , "sit as equals") they must be organized, have independent
strength and select theilr own representatives It is fundamental to the demo-
cratic way of life and essential to justice that workers organize and balance

(or check) the power of their employers so that negotiated agreements can be work-
ed out that will serve both parties Simone Weil in her book Waiting for God puts
it this way "When two human beings (or groups of human beings) have to settle
something and neither has the power to impose anything on the other, they have

to come to an understanding Then justice 1s consulted, for justice alone has

the power to make two wills coincide But when there 15 a strong and a weak,
there 1s no need to unite their wills There 1s only one will, that of the strong
The weak obeys "

Farm workers in Delano are asking for the right to express their grievances
through organizations of their own Their employers are powerful enough to 1gnore,
unilaterally, their request Instead of bargaining with workers, many of whom
have served them faithfully for years, employers are turning their backs on these
workers and recruiting outsiders to work in the fields This 1s a fundamental in-
Justice Christians should be willing to say by word and deed '"The workers are
important people who should be dealt with as equals " That is what the Migrant
Ministry and other churchmen are trying to say by their presenece in Delanmo So
long as growers refuse to recognize independently organized workers then Christians
must continue to help the workers be strong and press their employers to bargain
If we are unwilling to do this, then what do we mean when we say to farm workers
"God loves you and his love establishes with finality your worth as a man among
men "

Much 1s said about taking sides But the Church has been willing to take sides
before when justice was at stake Selma, Alabama and Proposition 14 are only two
examples The cause of the farm workers is just They have been exploited by us
all They are fighting for dignity for themselves and new opportunity for their
children They are not better people or wiser people, but the quality of their
struggle gives them "a righteousness not their own" Christians need to be with
them and support their efforts

This 1s not to say that Churchmen should be against growers as persons Rather
we must be against an unjust farm labor system and for comstructive social change,
remembering that there are human beings of worth (and with failings) on both
s1des

There is no relevant middle ground on a moral 1ssue that is as clear as the farm
workers fight for opportunity and self-respect Silence and neutrality inevitably
become the allies of the established,unjust way of doing things In his letter
from a Birmingham jail Martin Luther King comments on his disappointment with
white moderates "I have almost reached the regretable conclusion that the Negro's
greatest stumbling block in the stride toward freedom (18) the white moderate
who 1s more devoted to "order'" than to justice, who prefers a negative peace which
is the absence of tension to a positive peace which 1s the presence of justice,
who comstantly says 'I agree with you in the goal you seek, but I can't agree



Some Comments on the Church's -=3
Involvement in the D-lano Grape Strike

with your methods of direct actiom' Shallow understanding from people of good
will is more frustrating than absolute misunderstanding from people of 11l will
We will have to repent in this generation not merely for the vitriolic

words and actions of the bad people but for the appalling silence of the good
people We must come to see that human progress never rolls in on wheels of in-
evitability It comes through the tireless efforts and persistent work of men
willing to be coworkers with God, and without this hard work, time itself be-
comes an ally of the forces of social stagnation "

The Delano grape strike is not primarily a civil rights battle But the 1ssue of
human worth 1s as central in Delano as 1t was in Selma The basic question re-
mains will men be treated as men - on and off the job - or will man's inhumanity
to man continue to cheat men of self-respect and stifle the hopes of children?

Prepared by

Wayne C Hartmire, Jr,, Director
California Magrant Ministry

1411 West Olympic Blvd , Suite 501
Los Angeles, Calif 90015
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