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STATEMENT FROM THE UNITED FARM WORKERS

United Farm Workers of America Secrelary-Treasursr David Marlnez and
union First Vice President Arturo Rodriguez ioday issued the following joint
statement on behalf of the UFW

The death of Cesar Chavez 1s a devastating personal loss for his family
and for those of us in the movement who worked with him It 1s stil difficult
for many of us to describe in words the emotons that we feel

But 1t 1s not too early for us to testify to the legacy he leaves behind

This movement, this union, was Cesar Chavez's Ife For him, La Causa—the
cause—was a life-long commitment He gave it his last ounce of energy every
day, day in and day out. And in the end, he gave it his life

So 1t 13 understandable that the press would be wonderning whether or not
Cesar's death marks the end of the cause for which he fought

For those who loved him and worked wrth him, for the milions who labor
in Amenca's farms and vineyards, and for millions more whose lives were
changed by his example, Cesar's lffe can mest appropnately be compared to the
stone that gets cast into the middle of a pond

From i1ts impact, npples grow in ever widening circles

Those ripples are entire generations of farm workers who he taught to
fight nonviolently and to stand up for therr nghts They are the union members
who work under UFW contract and enjoy the biessings of colfective bargaming
But even at ranches with no unon contracts, many growers ¢an no longer treat
people in the same old way because they'll fight back, just as Cesar taught
them

Cesar forever reversed the culture of oppression for farm workers who
knew him and for farm workers he never met



Cesar put it best <wmwsl 1n a 1984 address before the Commonwealth
Club of San Francisco

Once social change begins, it cannot be reversed You cannot uneducate
the person who has learned to read You cannot humiliate the person who
feels pride You cannot oppress the people who are not afraxd anymore

Our opponents must understand that t's not just a union we have built.
Unions, ke other insttutions, can come and go But we're more than an
institution

For nearly 20 years, our union has been on the cutting edge of a people's

cause And you cannot do away with an entre peopls' you cannot stamp out
a people's cause

Regardless of what the future holds for our union, regardiess of what the
future holds for farm workers, our accomplishments cannot be undone La
Causa—our cause—doesn't have to be experienced twice The consciousness
and pnde that were raised by our union are alive and thnving inside
miflions of young Hispanics who will never work on a farm

(Copies of the full text of that speech can be picked up here today)
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We have a few announcements this aftemoon

The reciting of the rosary will be held in Cesar's memory on Wednesday
everning, Apnl 28, followed by an all-night vigd A march, followed by a Mass of
Chnistian Bunal will be conducted on the morning of Thursday, Apnl 29

In kesping with the wishes Cesar expressed to his family, funeral semices
will take place in Delano, where he founded the United Farm Workers 31 years
ago and where he conductad his first and last iaagepublic fasts in 1968 and
1988, respectively

Also accarding to his expressed wishes, Cesar's brother Richard, a
journeyman carpenter before joining the UFW in the 1960s, 1s building a plam
pine caskst to receive the body

More detailed information conceming the Wednesday and Thursday
schedules will be released as detaills are arranged Information on other events

planned between now and the funeral services will be released as soon as they
are available



For your information, Cesar's body amved in California from Anzona at
630 F,Eda; evening at Meadows Field m B ield on a arplane chartered by Boss Mrrvaic

r from Phoenix ﬁpamad the body on the
plane

We were met at the airport by Helen Chavez, Cesar's widow, his brother,
Richard, all of his eight children and many of his 27 grandchildren The body was
transported by hearse to the Kern County Coroner's office in Bakersfield, where
an autopsy was performed last night All questons about the autopsy should be
directed to County Coroner Helen Frankel The only thing we want to emphasize
1s that from what we understand at this point, death resulted from natural
causes

At 830 pm Fnday, a rosary was recited here at La Paz by about 200 UFW
staff and Chavez family members

An honor guard composed of farm workers has accompamed Cesar's body
since it armved in California Farm workers will continue this round-the-clock
vigil
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