
Cesar Chavez’s widow, Helen, accepted the Medal of Freedom for her late husband from
President Clinton at a White House ceremony on August 8.

President Clinton Presents Posthumous Medal of
Freedom to Cesar Chavez at the White House

Helen Chavez, the widow of Uni-
ted Farm Workers founder and president
Cesar Chavez, accepted the Presiden-
tial Medal of Freedom from President
Clinton on behalf of her late husband at
a White House East Room ceremony on
August 8.

In the citation accompanying
America’s highest civilian honor which
was awarded posthumously, the Presi-
dent lauded Chavez for having "faced
formidable, often violent opposition with
dignity and nonviolence. And he was vic-
torious. Cesar Chavez left our world bet-
ter than he found it, and his legacy inspires
us still."

"He was for his own people a Moses
figure," the President declared. "The farm
workers who labored in the fields and
yearned for respect and self-sufficiency
pinned their hopes on this remarkable
man who, with faith and dicipline, soft-
spoken humility and amazing inner
strength, led a very courageous life."

The citation accompanying the award
noted how Chavez was a farm worker
from childhood who "possessed a deep

personal understanding of the plight of
migrant workers, and he labored all his
years to lift their lives." During his life-
time, Chavez never earned more than
$5,000 a year. The late Senator Robert
Kennedy called him "one of the heroic
figures of our time."

Chavez’s successor, UFW President
Arturo Rodriguez, thanked Mr. Clinton
on behalf of the union. "At a time when so
few Americans seem inclined to jeopar-
dize their careers--much less their lives--
on behalf of principle, the life of Cesar
Chavez stands out with even greater moral
force," Rodriguez said. "Every day in
California and in other states where farm
workers are organizing, [Chavez] lives in
their hearts. Cesar lives wherever Ameri-
cans he inspired work nonviolently for
social change."

Also attending the White House cer-
emony were other members of the Chavez
family,UFW’s First Vice President Dolores
Huerta, who co-founded the union, and
Magdaleno Rose Avila, Exec. Director of
the Cesar E. Chavez Foundation.
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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT IN MEDAL OF FREEDOM CEREMONY The East Room 4:40 P.M.
EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the White House. As you might
imagine, one of the great pleasures of the presidency is selecting recipients of the Presidential Medal of
Freedom -- the highest honor given to civilians by the United States of America.

If I might begin on a very personal and immediate note, last fall, this annual ceremony was held on a very
happy day for me and for those of us who want a safer and more humane United States. It was the day we
made the Brady Bill the law of the land.

Today as we gather here, Congress is on the verge of voting on the most comprehensive anticrime bill in
history. But that bill has been held hostage for 11 days by certain special interest groups. So as we recognize
the contributions of civilians to our country’s way of life, I’d like to take this opportunity to call on those
groups who are blocking the crime bill to let it come to a vote, and ask the other citizens of the United States to
ask the Congress for the same thing. Many people we honor here today have given their whole lives to
enriching the fabric of the future, and we can do no less. (Applause.)

This afternoon we will present the Presidential Medal of Freedom to nine remarkable individuals whose service
to our democracy and to humanity has advanced the common interest of freedom-loving people, not only here
at home but throughout the world -- Herbert Block, the late Cesar Chavez, Arthur Flemming, Dorothy Height,
Barbara Jordan, Lane Kirkland, Robert Michel and Sargent Shriver.

The medals these Americans receive today has a special history. It was established by President Truman in
1945 at first reward notable service in the war. In 1963 President Kennedy amended the award for
distinguished civilian service in peace time. The honorees that year included the singer, Marian Anderson,
Justice Felix Frankfurter, diplomat John McCloy, labor leader George Meany, the writer E.B. White,
playwright Thornton Wilder and the artist Andrew Wyeth.

By the time that first ceremony was held here in the White House in December of 1963, President Johnson had
added to the roll of names President Kennedy and His Holiness Pope John XXIII. Listen to this: At that time,
Under Secretary of State George Ball said that the President is establishing what we can proudly call an
American civil honors list. How many of our greatest citizens who went on to achieve other things, said that
the greatest thing that could ever be said about them was that they were good citizens. That is true in every way
of those we honor today.

Cesar Chavez, before his death in April of last year, had become a champion of working people everywhere.
Born into Depression-era poverty in Arizona in 1927, he served in the United States Navy in the second world
war, and rose to become one of our greatest advocates of nonviolent change. He was for his own people a
Moses figure.

The farm workers who labored in the fields and yearned for respect and self-sufficiency pinned their hopes on
this remarkable man, who, with faith and discipline, with soft-spoken humility and amazing inner strength, led
a very courageous life. And in so doing, brought dignity to the lives of so many others, and provided for us
inspiration for the rest of our nation’s history.

We are honored to have his wife, friend and long-time working partner, Helen Chavez, to be with us today to
receive the award.



These recipients of the Presidential Medal of Freedom represent different political parties, different ideologies,
different professions; indeed, different ages. Their different eras, different races, different generations in
American history cannot be permitted to obscure the fact of what they share in common -- an unusually
profound sense of responsibility to improve the lives of their fellow men and women, to improve the future for
our children, to embody the best of what we mean by the term "American citizen." By their remarkable records
of service and by their incredible spirit, we have all been enriched.

And now, I would ask the military aide to read the citations as I present the Medal of Freedom.

(Citations are read.)

Ladies and gentlemen, in closing let me say that I couldn’t help thinking as the citations were read and I looked
into the faces of our honorees and their families, friends and admirers here, that we too often reserve our
greatest accolades for our citizens when they are gone. I wish that Cesar Chavez could be here today. I am
grateful that his wife is here, and I am so grateful that all these others are here.

Let us remember today that the greatest gift any of us can give the founders of this Constitution and this
Republic is to emulate the work of these citizens whom we honor today, every day, each in our own way.

Thank you for being here. God bless you all.
(Applause .)
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Celebrating the Medal of Freedom

The following is a list of events surrounding President Clinton’s awarding of the Presidential
Medal of Freedom to Cesar on Monday, August 8. These events took place around the country
as we all celebrated this great honor for Cesar, Helm, the Chavez land]y, the UFW, and

Washington D.C.

The Ceremony at the Whitehouse was a spiritual moment as Helen F. Chavez received
the medal on behalf of all those who believe in justice. A reception was held for the families
and friends of the nine recipients. They were able to mingle with Congressmen Cabinet
Members and other Celebrities. The Secretary of Transportation, Federico Pena was there to
greet the UFW/Foundation delegation.

In addition to the ceremony and reception at the Whitehouse, there were two
receptions held early this week to celebrate the bestowing of the Presidential Medal of
Freedom upon Cesar. The first was at the George Meany Center for Labor Studies in Silver
Spring, MD, where our delegation from California stayed. The reception was sponsored by
Stephanie & Rod Bower and other D.C. area supporters. We had soap and an intimate sharing
of sisterhood and brotherhood.

The second reception" was hosted by the Congressional Hispanic Caucus and the
National Council of La Raza on Tuesday, August 9 and was attended by more finn 300 people.
Recording artist Tish Hinajosa played a few songs, and many congressional leaders spoke.,
including Jose Serrano, Chairman of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus and Mfume, Chairman
of the Congressional Black Caucus. Other members who were present,  some of whom spoke,
included Esteban Torres, Howard Berman, Bill Richardson, Kika de la Garza, and Bob
This reception also had much singing, and also many Viva Chavez" and Si Se Puede’s!

New York

Norm Yen and the New York crew put together a spectacular press event which was
attended by such notables as Congressman Jerrold Nadler, Manhattan borough President Ruth
Messinger, City Council Member Katherine Ford, who served as M.C. for the event, and activist
Gloria Steinem. A large contingent from IGLWU also came out to show their support for the
UFW and Cesar. There was coverage from three TV stations and three radio networks.

In a statement describing what Cesar meant to her, Gloria Steinem said, "He expected
more from thee around him than we did from our" ourselves, and so made us able to surpass our
limitations... The people changed by Cesar’s life go on to touch others in an endless wave. He
is still with us. He is part of the future."



1200 UFW supporters and workers came out in force on Monday in Salinas to
participate hi a three-hour, seven mile long march to celebrate Cesar Chavez and his being
given the Presidential Medal of’ Freedom. The march was followed by s festive UFW rally and
celebration at an area park. There was also a press conference which received extensive
media coverge by 5 TV news channels and 2 newspapers.

Unfortunately the event was not without its tragic moments. Apparently, three men
being chased by la Migra and showed up at the park where our supporters were gathering. La
Migra showed up and proceeded to arrest the men in front of everyone, reportedly pulling one
of the men by the hair on his head. This brutality enraged every one! The members of the
Salinas office feel that it is a disgrace that la Migra showed up at a union rally which could
serve to scare away UFW supporters from attending future events. Subsequently, Efran
Bar, as and the Salinas crew organized a protest rally at tile INS offices. A press conference
was held on August 10th to condemn the actions by the officers.

Si Se Puede!

The Stockton office held a press conference that was attended by 3 news stations and ,
received front ImP coverage in newspapers in Tracy, Lodi and Manteca. The Stockton
newspaper covered the event on the front page of the Metro section as well The day was also
declared a Salinas City holiday in honor oral" by City Councilman Ted Gonzales.

The Cesar E. Chavez Elementary School held an event in honor of Cesar on Monday
which was attended by Tanis Ybarra and other UFW organizers from Parlier. The kids put on a
dynamic show complete with poetry, dancing, a band as well as many guest speakers who
praised Cesar and his memory. The day was culminated in a ceremony by the children where
a replca of the Presidential Medal of Freedom was hung on the Ocampo portrait of Cesar.

The San Juan office held a press conference and event at their office on Monday,
August 8th. They placed poster boards around the roam inscribed with quotes from Cesar and
passages about his life. Two TV stations came out to cover the event which was attended by
approzimately 25 campesinos. When the news covered the ceremony at the White Home,. tiny
also showed the events in,he SanJuan office with the UFW flag as a backdrop.

El Paso

A group of community and political leaders as well as our own Norma Chavez and the
EIPaso UFW crew held a"Freedom Luncheon" at Jalisco Restaurant in South El Paso on
Monday, August 8th. The luncheon was to honor and pay tribute to Cam- Chavez, his life’s
achievements, and his receipt of the Freedom Medal.
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Austin

The Austin office held a press conference which received extensive coverage from 2 tv
stations and 3 newspapers. Two Austin City Council Members crime out to pay tribute to Cesar
as well as special guest Ed Seal of the Texas AFL-CIO.

Sacramento Mayor Joe Serna, Jr. hosted a luncheon for community leaders on Monday,
August 8th to celebrate Cesar’s receipt of the Medal of Freedom. Gums included Police Cider
ArturoVenegas, Jr and Councilman Sam Pannell. Serna gave emotional address where be
proclaimed "l have spent most of’ my career around well educated, successful people - both in
state 8nd local government and st the university where I teach. Yet the truly important lessons
in life that !learned over the last 27 years came from a man who didn’t bare a college
degree., His name was Cesar Chavez. And if it wasn’t for him wouldn’t be Mayor of
Sacramento today, l came from the UFW. Cesar and the union are my roots."

The luncheon featured personal memorles shared about Cesar from those who knew
him and a video of la Causa.

Drover

The Denver City Council passed a resolution on August 8th to formally recognize the
decision by President Clinton to award Cesar the Presidential Medal d Freedom.

The resolution praised Cesar in stating that, "He championed the rights of farm workers,
organizing the nation’s largest migrant workers’ union, the United Farm Workers Union, and
through his activism and leadership succeeded in gaining basic rights, dignity and equality for
thousands of" workers...Cesar Chavez Ins been a role model and advocate for millions of
Americans who are grateful for the many contributions and sacrifices he made on behalf of his
county."

A press conference and reception is scheduled for August 14, at the Barrio Station.

excerpts from remarks Made by
William J. Clinton duri ng

Medal of Freedom Ceremony

"...Cesar Chavez, before his death in April of last year, had become a champion of
working people everywhere Born into Depression-era poverty in Arizona in 1927, be served
the United States Navy in the Second World War, and rose to become one of our greatest
advocates of nonviolent change. ’He was for his own people a Moses figure.

in

The farm workers who labored in the fields and yearned fro: respect and self-sufficiency
pinned their hopes on this remarkable man, who, with faith and discipline, with soft-spoken
humility and amazing inner strength, led a very courageous life. And in doing so, brought
dignity to the lives of so many others, and provided for us inspiration for the rest of our
nation’s history.
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We are honored to bate his wife, friend, and long-time working partner, Helen Chavez,
to be with uS today to receive the award,"

Tin. you for being here. God bless you all"
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